Settled nail injury in the corpus of the seventh cervical vertebra.
A 26-year-old construction worker presented with a nail settled in the C-7 corpus. He had no neurological or physical abnormalities. Preoperative evaluation of the vascular, neural, and aerodigestive structures with cervical radiography, computed tomography (CT), CT angiography, and contrast esophagography found no damage. The nail was completely exposed surgically and removed. The patient recovered with no deficits. Penetrating neck injury may be associated with significant morbidity and mortality due to vascular, neural, and aerodigestive tract injury. Patients in stable clinical condition should be evaluated by CT angiography, esophagography, and chest and cervical radiography.